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Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 MANAMA 01 142 292214Z 
ACTION PM-04 

INTO OCT-OI NEA-IO ISO-00 SS-I5 SP-02 INR-07 PRS-01 
EUR- 12 /052W 

2922I8Z 126378/61 

R291130ZMAY 77 
EM AMEMBASSY MANAMA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 4690 

CONEIDENTIAL MANAMA 1 142 

STADIS//////////////////// 

E.O. 1 1652: N/A 
TAGS: MORG, PEOR, BA 

SUBJECT: TRANSEER OF COMMANDER, MIDDLE EAST EORCE 

1 . AS DEPT MAY BE AWARE, REAR ADMIRAL CROWE IS TO BE 
RELIVED THIS SUMMER BY REAR ADMIRAL PACKER. CROWE, WITH 
MY AGREEMENT, HAS ADVISED HIS SUPERIORS THAT CHANGE OE 
COMMAND OUGHT NOT TO TAKE PLACE BEEORE NEW EORMAT NAILED 
DOWN AND SIGNED. SINCE CHANGE OF COMMAND WILL TAKE PLACE 
ALTER DE-HOMEPORTING, IT WILL NOT TAKE PLACE HERE. SINCE 
ELAGSHIP SCHEDULED EOR MAINTENANCE IN ITALY THIS SUMMER, 

ITALY IS PROBABLE SITE EOR CHANGE-OVER. 

2. CHANGE OE COMMAND SO EARLY IN LIEE OF NEW FORMAT COULD 
UPSET ONE OE INEORMAL ARRANGEMENTS WHICH BOTH NAVY AND 
AMIR HAD DESIRED: THAT ADMIRAL'S EAMILY CONTINUE TO RESIDE 
IN BAHRAIN AFTER DE-HOMEPORTING. WHILE I HAVE NOT DISCUSSED 
THIS WITH FONMIN, AMIR HAD MADE IT CLEAR TO ME AND TO 
CROWE THAT THIS IS HIS DESIRE. CROWE TOLD ME NAVY ALSO 
EAVORED THIS ARRANGEMENT. WHILE EONMIN PPROBABLY WOULD NOT 
HAVE OPPOSED CONTINUED PRESENCE HERE OF CROWE’S FAMILY, HE 
MIGHT BE ABLE TO ARGUE SUCCESSEULLY WITH AMIR THAT TO INTRO- 
CONEIDENTIAL 

CONEIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 MANAMA 01 142 292214Z 

DUCE NEW ADMIRAL TO BAHRAIN SCENE SO SOON WOULD DIMINISH 
WHAT BAHRAIN HAD TRIED TO ACHIEVE IN SEEKING NEW EORMAT. 
ACCORDING CROWE, HE HAS TOLD HIS SUPERIORS OF THIS POSSIBILITY 
BUT THAT HE IS NOT CERTAIN INFORMATION WAS ABSORBED. 

3. I UNDERSTAND PACKER'S ORDERS WERE PUBLISHED IN NAVY 
TIMES AND LOCALLY BRITISH AMBASSADOR IS AWARE OE CROWE'S 
DEPARTURE, BUT AT MY REQUEST AGREED NOT TO SHARE HIS 
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KNOWLEDGE WITH OTHERS. HOWEVER, FACT OE CROWE'S IMPENDING 
TRANSEER LIKELY BECOME KNOWN HERE SOON AND WE WILL lUST 
HAVE TO PLAY IT AS IT LAYS. 

CLUVERIUS 


CONEIDENTIAL 
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